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ABSTRACT
At the direction of the FCC, ACTA was established by TIA and ATIS in 2001.  FCC rules and regulations specify that the ACTA may vote on a quadrennial basis to be sponsored by any ANSI-accredited organization.  The ACTA has previously voted twice, the first time prior to January 2005 and the second time prior to January 2009, to continue to be sponsored by TIA and ATIS.  This contribution recommends that ACTA vote by simple majority to be sponsored jointly by TIA and ATIS for the four year period beginning in January 2013 and that ATIS continue to serve as Secretariat.


NOTICE
This contribution has been prepared to assist the ACTA.  This document is offered to the ACTA as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on the source company.  This is a draft document and thus is dynamic in nature.  Any requirements specified herein are subject to change in form and numerical value after further study.  This draft document does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  Neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company make any representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material herein.  ATIS, TIA, ACTA, and the source company further expressly advise that any use of or reliance upon the material in this contribution is at your risk and neither ATIS, TIA, ACTA, nor the source company shall be liable for any damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person or entity arising out of any utilization of the material contained herein.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ATIS, TIA, or the ACTA.


*  CONTACT:  Trone Bishop – Verizon – 301-236-3754


ACTA Sponsorship
FCC rules and regulations[endnoteRef:1] specify that the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) and the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS) jointly establish the Administrative Council for Terminal Attachments (ACTA) and sponsor the ACTA for four years from the effective date of that rule (January 2001).  FCC rules[endnoteRef:2] also state that after four years from the effective date of the rule (January 2001), and thereafter on a quadrennial basis, the ACTA may vote by simple majority to be sponsored by any ANSI-accredited organization.   [1:  47 C.F.R. § 68.602(a)]  [2:  47 C.F.R. § 68.602(a)] 

The ACTA was established by TIA and ATIS in 2001.  The ACTA has previously voted twice, the first time prior to January 2005 and the second time prior to January 2009, to continue to be sponsored by TIA and ATIS.
Telecommunications Industry Association
The TIA is accredited by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) as a "standards developing organization (SDO).[endnoteRef:3]  Since 2001, the TIA User Premises Equipment Division’s TR41 User Premises Telecommunications Requirements committee has developed, and regularly updated, terminal equipment harms prevention technical criteria and submitted the criteria to the ACTA for adoption.  TR41 has also played a major role in harmonizing the U.S. harms prevention criteria with the criteria used in Canada.   [3:  http://www.tiaonline.org/about] 

For the ACTA to have a meaningful role in facilitating the connection of terminal equipment and premises wiring to the public switched telephone network, it is important that the TIA continue to support the ACTA both as a sponsor and through the continued development of harms prevention technical criteria related to new wireline technologies.
Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions
The ATIS is also an ANSI-accredited SDO.[endnoteRef:4]  Since 2001, ATIS has satisfactorily performed the secretariat duties for the ACTA.  It established the ACTA website[endnoteRef:5] and ACTA database of approved terminal equipment and developed an online filing system. ATIS has covered ACTA’s revenue deficits when necessary and has held ACTA’s surplus revenues in reserve to cover expenses in subsequent years.   [4:  http://www.atis.org/about/index.asp]  [5:  http://www.part68.org/] 

For the ACTA to have a meaningful role in facilitating the connection of terminal equipment and premises wiring to the public switched telephone network, it is important that ATIS continue to support the ACTA both as a sponsor and as Secretariat.[endnoteRef:6]   [6:  We acknowledge the highly professional support that ACTA has received from the current ATIS staff, Kerrianne Conn, Mark Cassarino, Jean Paul Emard, Tom Goode, and other ATIS staff members over the years.] 

ACTA Sponsorship for the Four-Year Period Beginning January 2013.
Given that changing sponsors would be a significant and unnecessary undertaking for ACTA at this time, and that it is preferable, for planning purposes, that the ACTA make its quadrennial sponsorship decision sooner rather than later, we make the following recommendation:
Whereas, both TIA and ATIS understand the uniqueness of the ACTA and both have been good sponsors since 2001; and whereas, ATIS has successfully served as ACTA Secretariat since 2001:

We make a motion that ACTA be sponsored jointly by TIA and ATIS for the four year period beginning in January 2013 and that ATIS continue as Secretariat.
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