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ABSTRACT

This liaison contribution summarizes the results of the TIA TR-41 meetings held the week of February 11-15, 2013 in Orlando, FL and provides additional follow-up information stemming from those meetings.
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TR-41 CORRESPONDENCE

Stephen R Whitesell
Chair, TIA TR-41
Whitesell Consulting LLC
Email: swhitesell@ieee.org

Date:	April 16, 2013

To:	ACTA
Subject:	TR-41 Liaison Report

TIA’s Engineering Committee TR-41, along with its various subcommittees and their working groups, met the week of February 11-15, 2013 at the Embassy Suites Downtown in Orlando, FL.  The next meeting will be the week of April 29 through May 3 in Santa Cruz, CA and will be hosted by Plantronics.

This liaison report is intended to provide a high level summary of the meetings.  More details may be found in the individual Meeting Reports, which may be accessed from links on the TR-41 web page: http://www.tiaonline.org/all-standards/committees/tr-41.

Subcommittee TR-41.3, Analog and Digital Wireline Terminals, has several projects to develop requirements for wideband analog telephones that may be used with Analog Terminal Adapters (ATAs) and Voice Gateways (VGs) to provide “high definition” VoIP voice services.  Draft ANSI/TIA-PN-470.112 on transmission requirements for wideband analog telephones with handsets was approved to go to ballot.  The corresponding 470.122 and 470.132 documents for speakerphones and headsets will be considered at the next meeting.  A project was also opened to revise the ANSI/TIA-470.210-D standard on analog telephone resistance and impedance requirements to address wideband applications.  All of this work is being done in the TR-41.3.5 Working Group.

A decision was made to discontinue the recently started effort to revise the ANSI/TIA-810-B standard on the transmission performance of narrowband digital telephones.  Instead, the TIA-920-A series of standards on wideband digital telephones will be revised to cover the transmission performance of both wideband and narrowband telephones.  This effort is being undertaken in the TR-41.3.3 Working Group.

TR-41.7, Environmental and Safety Considerations, is continuing its work on the revision of the ANSI/TIA-571-B standard on environmental performance requirements.  Modifications were made to the surge requirements.  The least severe metallic, longitudinal, and transverse surges were deleted, but basic functionality following the more severe surges was changed from a “should” to a “shall”.  The ANSI/TIA-1194 standard on surge resistability of equipment connected to both power and metallic communication lines is being forwarded to the Smart Grid Interoperability Panel for inclusion in their catalog of standards.

TIA has received word that the FCC is moving forward on its petition to adopt the ANSI/TIA-4965 standard on Conversational Gain as the receive volume control measure in Part 68 to replace the outdated references to old TIA standards that use change in ROLR level as the measure.  This effort will led by Greg Hlibok of the Consumer & Governmental Affairs’ Disability Rights Office (DRO).  CG Docket No. 13-46 has been assigned.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Although, ANSI/TIA-4965 was developed by TR-41.3, the action by the FCC in moving forward with the petition is of particular interest to Subcommittee TR-41.9, Technical and Administrative Regulatory Considerations.  It has prepared a second addendum to the TSB-31-D document on Part 68 measurement guidelines providing test procedures that may be used to show compliance with the Conversational Gain requirements in ANSI/TIA-4965.  The document was approved to go out for ballot so that it will be ready for publication once the FCC completes its RuleMaking.

TR-41.9 also reviewed contributions from Sentinel Connectors concerning dimensional issues with 8-pin modular plugs and jacks as provided in TIA-1096-A.  [TIA discovered after the November 2012 meeting that TIA-1096-A had not been submitted for ANSI approval and, hence, should not be referred to as an ANSI standard.  This fact was communicated to ACTA in December.]  After reviewing the contributions, the subcommittee concluded the issue was related to 8-pin modular connectors used for high speed data connectors (Ethernet) and not to RJ45 telecommunication connectors where the data rates are considerably lower. These high speed data rate connectors are not under the scope of TIA-1096-A and, in fact, the Ethernet standards reference IEC 60603-7 for their construction details. Sentinel has been informed about these findings and that no changes will be made to TIA-1096-A unless additional data is presented indicating a problem with the connectors that falls within the scope of the document.

Sincerely,
[image: Signature]
Stephen R Whitesell
Chair, TIA TR-41
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