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ABSTRACT

The following is the Secretariat’s written report on ACTA-related activities, events, and work-efforts since the last ACTA General Meeting, December 9, 2004.  

This Secretariat report is as of March 16, 2005.

NOTICE

This is a draft document and thus, is dynamic in nature.  It does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  ACTA makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized ACTA further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk ACTA shall be liable for no damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ACTA.

*CONTACT:  Martha Ciske, ACTA Secretariat, Tel: 202-662-8667, Email: mciske@atis.org
A.
Report on Secretariat’s Action Items

There were no Action Items stemming from the ACTA December 9, 2004 meeting not explicitly covered by contributions.
B.
Secretariat Report on ACTA Activities: 

The following is the Secretariat’s written report on activities and events relevant to the ACTA since the last ACTA meeting on December 9, 2004.
I. ACTA On-line Filing (“AOF”)/TTE Submission Update:

There are no major changes to report.  AOF Filings continue to run smoothly and submissions are audited for completeness and accuracy.  The implementation of the lower filing fee has been smooth for the online filers.  The audits of the filings do show that more attention needs to be paid to the uploading of the correct certificates.  The incorrect uploading of certificates is the main problem found during audits.
II. Webpage Disclaimer Issue:
The Secretariat has notified Tom Goode, ATIS’ Attorney, that a website disclaimer is needed per the recommendation of the working group that met November 22, 2004 and will work to generate proposed language for the disclaimer by the next ACTA meeting. 
III. Website, Database, & Filing System:
As agreed upon at the December 2, 2004 ACTA Executive meeting, the process of revamping ACTA‘s current website, database re-design, and addition of functionality and features to the AOF system are ongoing. The estimate for the completion of the project is still 6-9 months.

IV. Technical Criteria:
On February 14, 2005 ACTA made public notice of the adoption of technical criteria from TIA entitled, “Telecommunications – Telephone Terminal Equipment – Technical Requirements for Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network – Addendum 3, TIA-968-A-3, December 2004.” The specification adopted is an Addendum to TIA-968-A. Pursuant to the ACTA Operating Principles and Procedures, and in accordance with the Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC”) rules and regulations governing the adoption of mandatory technical criteria, technical criteria submitted for ACTA-adoption is available for download from the ACTA web site for a 30-day public review and comment period. No appeals were filed within the 30 days allotted.
V. International Harmonization of Terminal Equipment Standards

The Secretariat and Chair met with representatives from Industry Canada on March 4 to discuss the content and results of the Industry Canada presentation to the FCC on March 3, on the subject of harmonizing terminal equipment standards between Canada and the United States.  Claude Beaudoin of Industry Canada agreed to make a presentation on the same subject to the full ACTA meeting.  (See contribution 05-03-16-03).

VI. Vacant Council Seats:

Currently, there are 9 vacant seats on the Council, as follows:

LEC: 1 Primary, 1 Alternate

IXC: 1 Primary, 1 Alternate

NEM: 1 Primary, 1 Alternate

TEM: 1 Alternate
LAB: 1 Alternate

OIP: 1 Alternate
Efforts are currently underway to educate and encourage industry stakeholders to participate in the activities of the ACTA.  Where appropriate, industry stakeholders are encouraged to pursuing a seat on the Council of their interest segment.
