ACTA-01-06-27-05

Guidelines & Procedures for Terminal Registration

Date: 

June 20, 2001

Source:
Tim Jeffries

ACTA Director

Recommendation:

ACTA approve the attached ‘straw-man’ guidelines and procedures for registering terminal equipment.  Moreover, that all the items requested must be received, and/or previously submitted, before the terminal equipment is formally ACTA registered (i.e., publicly accessible). 

Background:

Pursuant to the 2000 Biennial Regulatory Review of Part 68 of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations, Report and Order, FCC 00-400 (“R&O”), paragraph 84 and Appendix B, Subpart C, §68.320, ACTA has the authority, if not the responsibility, to require pertinent information from a Telecommunication Certification Body (TCB) and/or Supplier filing a SDoC to ensure a sufficient level of accountability.  

To this end, the attached outlines the procedures and documents critical for preserving the integrity of ACTA by ensuring a terminal’s conformance (or non-conformance) falls squarely on the party claiming conformity to the FCC Rules and Regulations and ACTA technical criteria.  These items are in addition to the items specified by the Database Working Group.  

While the specified ‘database items’ provides a fundamentally sound mechanism for tracking, registering, and presenting information relevant to a specific terminal, it does not adequately provide the level of accountability needed to protect against fraudulent claims of conformity.  Adopting additional procedures and requesting other types of documents relevant to the party submitting the information is the first step towards minimizing this occurrence.  Disregarding this type information could drastically increase the Council’s liability.  More importantly, it could severely limit the FCC’s ability to enforce its rules and regulation, and hold the appropriate party(s) accountable when a terminal is found to be non-compliant.  

Conclusion:

The procedures and documentation outlined, although currently in its simplest form (i.e., straw-man), must be required from any company or organization submitting an application for ACTA terminal registration.  Adopting the attached at this stage will act to serve notice of all documents to be submitted for registration. 
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1 Introductions

The Administrative Council for Terminal Attachment (“ACTA”) was established pursuant to the Federal Communication Commission’s (“FCC”) Report and Order in the 2000 Biennial Review of Part 68 of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations, CC Docket No. 99-216, FCC 00-400, adopted November 9, 2000 and released December 21, 2000 (“Order” or “R&O”).  The Order directed the industry, through the co-sponsorship and support of the Telecommunications Industry Association (“TIA”) and the Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (“ATIS”) to establish the ACTA as the open body that would assume the Commission’s Part 68 role for those items privatized in the Order. (Section 68.602).  

2 Mission & Scope

The mission of ACTA is to: (1) adopt technical criteria for terminal equipment to prevent network harm through the act of publishing such criteria developed by the American National Standards Institute (“ANSI”) accredited standards development organizations; and (2) establish and maintain database(s) of equipment approved as compliant with the technical criteria.

This document outlines the guidelines and procedures relevant to maintaining a database(s) of equipment approved as compliant.  Before equipment is placed in the database, the information and items requested in this document must be received. These guidelines and procedures apply to both Telecommunication Certification Bodies (TCB) and suppliers utilizing a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity. 

3 General Filing Guidelines

Multiple techniques for filing terminal equipment registration (e.g., website) are underway.  In the interim, all filings must be mailed to the ACTA Secretariat at the address below.  All requested items (except payment) should be submitted on Compact Disk (CD), and in Adobe (PDF) format.  Filings not submitted in the format requested could severely delay registration.

A registration fee for recording, updating, and maintaining information/content in the ACTA Database is required.  During the interim period (as noted above), all registration fees must be submitted by check payable to ATIS/ACTA Secretariat.  All registration fees are $xxx.xx (US).  Parties filing for an ‘Applicant Code’ are charged $xxx.xx (US) per code.

Filings shall be sent to:

ATIS

Atten: ACTA Secretariat

1200 G Street N.W., Suite 500

Washington, DC 20005

4 Telecommunications Certification Body (TCB) Filings

4.1 Definition

In 1998, the FCC adopted procedure whereby terminal equipment suppliers may submit their products to private telecommunications certification bodies (TCBs) for terminal equipment certification.
  The TCB program was designed in connection with Mutual Recognition Agreements/ Arrangements (MRAs) between the United States and the European Community (EC), and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperative (APEC).  The objective of the MRA is to facilitate market access and competition in the provision of telecommunications products that require testing and/or approval.  Under the MRA, TCBs satisfying the qualification criteria specified may certify equipment.  TCBs started certifying equipment in June 2000.

4.2 TCB Requirements

TCBs filing terminal registrations must be accredited by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) for Part 68.  TCBs shall assume responsibilities for the terminal equipment they certify, and ensure certification is in an efficient and nondiscriminatory manner.  Refer to Appendix B for a list of currently authorized TCBs.

4.3 Filing Utilizing TCB

TCBs must provide the following information.  

1) Registration Fee:  Refer to ‘General Filing Guidelines. 

2) Copy of Certification:  Copy of the certification grant must be submitted with each original filing.  

3) Product Information:  Details specified in Appendix A: Database Items.

4) List of Authorized Submitters: Unless on file, a list of personnel authorized to file on behalf of the TCB must be provided.

5) Copy of NIST/ANSI Certificate: Unless on file, a copy of the NIST/ANSI TCB accreditation certificate for Part 68 must be submitted. 

5 Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity (SDoC) Filings

5.1 Definition

A Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity (SDoC) is a procedure where the responsible party makes technical test measurements or takes other necessary steps (independent lab) to ensure that the terminal equipment complies with ACTA’s adopted technical standards.  Moreover, the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity signifies that the responsible party has determined that the equipment has been shown to comply with the appropriate technical criteria. 

5.2 Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity Requirements

A Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity (SDoC) must accompany all terminal equipment registration filings submitted to ACTA.  Responsible party’s must also make a copy of the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity freely available to the general public on its company website.  A copy must also be included in the terminal equipment owner’s manual or its packaging. 

The responsible party for a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity may license or otherwise authorize a second party to manufacture the equipment covered by the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity provided that the responsible party shall continue to be responsible to the Commission for ensuring that the equipment produced pursuant to such an agreement remains compliant with the appropriate standards
.

If the terminal is designed to operate in conjunction with other equipment, the characteristics of which can affect compliance of such device with Part 68 rules and/or with technical criteria published by ACTA, the Model Number(s) of the other equipment must be supplied, and must include a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity or a certification from a TCB. 

If terminal equipment contains protective circuitry that is subject to a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity, the responsible party for the protective circuitry must include with each module of such circuitry, a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity containing the information required herein and under §68.340(a), and the responsible party of such terminal equipment shall include such statement with each unit of the product.

5.3 Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity Content

The Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity must include the following information:

(1) The identification and description of (1) the responsible party for the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity and (2) the product; including the model number of the product.

(2) Statement that the terminal equipment conforms with applicable technical requirements, and a reference to the technical requirements.

(3) Date and place of issue of the declaration.

(4) Signature, name and function of person making declaration.

(5) Statement that the handset, if any, complies with §68.316 of the FCC Rules defining HAC, or that it does not comply with that section.  Note: a telephone handset which complies with §68.316 can be deemed a "hearing aid-compatible telephone" for purposes of §68.4.

(6) For a telephone that is not HAC, as defined in §68.316, the responsible party shall provide the following in the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity: (1) notice that FCC rules prohibit the use of that handset in certain locations; and (2) a list of such locations (see §68.112).

5.4 Indemnification Statement

Responsible party shall indemnify and holds harmless the Administrative Council for Terminal Attachment (“ACTA”), its members, directors, Secretariat, and Sponsors against any and all liability, loss, cost, damage, claims, suits or expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs) of any kind whatsoever, arising in any way from any negligent or willful acts or omission or breach of this Declaration by Responsible party or its agents or employees, or from the Responsible party use, marketing, or sale of the specified product, including but not limited to third party claims for injury or damage allegedly caused by the performance or failure to perform of the specified product or false or misleading advertising or marketing in connection with the specified product, during the period of the Declaration or thereafter.

5.5 Liability Statement

Responsible party shall acknowledge and agree that the Administrative Council for Terminal Attachment (“ACTA”), its members, directors, Secretariat, and Sponsors shall not be responsible for the loss, damage, or claim in connection with the use or marketing of the specified product, whether liability is asserted in contract or tort (including negligence or strict liability).  In no event will either party be liable to the other party, or to any third party, for the loss of profits, loss of use, loss of production, loss of goodwill, or incidental, indirect, or consequential damages of any kind.

Responsible party will declare during the period of this Declaration that liability insurance in excess of two million dollars will be maintained.  This policy limits covering claims or suits arising from the specified product.

5.6 Filing Utilizing Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity

Responsible party’s filing a Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity must provide the following information.  

1) Registration Fee:  Refer to ‘General Filing Guidelines. 

2) Copy of Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity (SDoC):  Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity must contain the statements and information as outlined.

3) Product Information:  Details specified in Appendix A: Database Items.

4) Indemnification Statement:  Statement must include with each original filing. 

5) Liability Statement:  Statement must include with each original filing.

6) List of Authorized Submitters: Unless on file, a list of personnel authorized to file on behalf of the responsible party must be provided.

7) Copy of Part 68 Test Procedures: Unless on file, a copy of the test procedures used to verify conformity must be submitted.  Any deviations from this test procedure must be noted.

8) FCC Part 68: Statement certifying that the terminal equipment fully complies with the FCC Part 68 Rules & Regulations and ACTA adopted technical criteria.

6 General Requirements

TCBs and parties filing a SDoC shall maintain, and have readily available, records containing the following information (unless otherwise noted):

1) Copy of the Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity; for SDoC filings. 

2) Copy of the Certificate of Approval; for TCBs filings.

3) The identity of the testing facility, including the name, address, phone number and other contact information.

4) A detailed explanation of the testing procedure utilized to determine whether terminal equipment conforms to the appropriate technical criteria. 

5) A copy of the test results for terminal equipment compliance with the appropriate technical criteria.

Responsible party’s utilizing SDoCs shall maintain all records required under section 68.326(a) for at least ten years after the manufacture of the equipment on file and has been permanently discontinued.  TCB’s shall adhere to the guidelines specified in the NIST accreditation program and the US/EC/APEC MRA.

Appendix A: Database Items (NORMATIVE)

[INSERT TABLE & DEFINITION OF DATABASE ITEMS]

Appendix B: List of TCB (INFORMATIVE)

BABT Product Service, Inc

4855 Patrick Henry Dr, Bldg. 6

Santa Clara, CA 95054

Tel: 978-663-1500

Fax: 978-663-1501

Contact: Mr. Bill Toth – btoth@tuvam.com
CKC Certification Services

5473A Clouds Rest

Mariposa, CA 95338

Tel: 209-966-5240

Fax: 209-742-6133

Contact:  Dennis Ward – dennisw@ckc.org
Communication Certification Laboratory

1940 W. Alexander St.

Salt Lake City, UT 84119-2039

Tel: 801-972-6146

Fax: 801-972-8432

Contact:  Ms Ahn Wride – atw@cclab.com
Compliance Certification Services

1366 Bordeaux Drive

Sunnyvale, CA 94089-1005

Tel: 408-752-8166

Fax: 408-752-8168

Contact:  Mr. Steve Hsu - www.ccsemc.com

Curtis-Straus LLC

527 Great Road

Littleton, MA 01460

Tel: 978-486-8880

Fax: 978-486-3529

Contact:  Jon Curtis – jdc@curtis-straus.com
Elite Electronic Engineering, Inc. 

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Tel: 603-495-9770

Contact: Mr. Steve Laya -  sales@elitetest.com 
Intertek Testing Services

70 Codman Hill Road

Boxborough, MA 10719 USA

Tel: 978 635 8500

Fax: 978 263 7086

Contact: Roland Gubisch rwg@1tsqs.com

MET Laboratories, Inc.

914 W.  Patapsco Ave.

Baltimore, MD  21230-3432

Tel: 410-354-3300

Fax: 410-354-3313

Contact: Mr. Leonard Frier - Lfrier@metlabs.com
PCTEST Engineering Laboratory, Inc.
6660-B Dobbin Road

Columbia, MD 21045

Tel: 410-290-6652

Fax: 410-290-6654 

Contact:  Mr. Randy Ortanez – randy@pctestlab.com
Timco Engineering, Inc. 

849 NW State Road 45

P.O. Box 370

Newberry, FL 32669

Tel: 352-472-5500

Fax: 352-472-2030

Contact:  Sid Sanders – sid@timcoengr.com
TUV Rheinland of North America, Inc. 

Product Safety Division

12 Commerce Road 

Newtown, CT 06470

Tel: 203-426-0888

Fax: 203-270-8883

Contact:  Mr. Timothy Dwyer -  Tdwyer@us.tuv.com 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.

1655 Scott Blvd

Santa Clara, CA 95050-4169

Tel: 408 985 2400, x2524

Fax: 408 296 3256

Ahn K. Nguyen

Telefication B.V. - KTL

PO Box 60004, NL-6800 JA Arnhem

TEL 31 26 378 07 90

FAX 31 26 378 07 89

Contact: Wouter Blom

Email: wblom@ktl-arnhem.com

� 	MRA Order, 13 FCC Rcd at 24693, para. 14.


� FCC 47 CFR, Subpart C, xxxx


� FCC 47 CFR Subpart C, xxx


� FCC 47 CFR Subpart C, xxx






