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ABSTRACT

Per action item taken at the July 21, 2005 ACTA meeting, the Secretariat has formed a working group to draft a description of Terminal Equipment Subject to ACTA Part 68 Compliance in order to include such a description on the ACTA and AOF Filing websites as a reference tool for those who frequently approach the Secretariat with questions about what products need to be certified as Part 68 compliant and registered with the ACTA database.  
NOTICE
This is a draft document and thus, is dynamic in nature.  It does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  ACTA makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized ACTA further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk ACTA shall be liable for no damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ACTA.

*  CONTACT:  Martha Ciske, mciske@atis.org (202)662-8667
Notice of FCC Part 68 Compliance Requirement for Terminal Equipment
Compliance with Part 68 and ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria is mandatory for terminal equipment (TE) connected to the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) or wireline facilities owned by wireline telecommunications providers and used to provide wireline subscriber services. This is only a description. The controlling document is the United States Code of Federal Regulations, Title 47, Part 68 (47 CFR 68). This list is intended to generally describe and inform the public of the scope of devices subject to the ACTA’s adopted technical criteria and database and is not in any way intended to serve as a qualitative analysis of any device. 

Questions about the compliance requirements for a particular device should be addressed to a TCB with Scope C certification (or other CAB).  More information on finding Scope C certified testing bodies can be found on the ACTA Technical Inquiries page. Questions about a specific technical requirement should be addressed to the standards development organization from which the technical requirement was submitted to the ACTA.
Description of Terminal Equipment Subject to ACTA Database Compliance:


For ACTA Part 68 Database purposes, terminal equipment is any communication equipment located on a customer’s premise at the end of a communications link as provided in 47 CFR 68, used to permit the TE involved to accomplish the provision of telecommunication or information services including but not limited to:

1. Single-line or Multi-line Telephones;

2. Modems (aaany device that is or contains an analog, digital or Ethernet modem used as an interface to the network); 
3. Facsimile Machines;

4. xDSL Modems (ex. ADSL, HDSL, VDSL & GDSL) ;

5. DSL Splitters & Filters;

6. Voltage Transient Protective devices;

7. Electronically Controlled Line Switches, Indicators and Devices;

8. Private Branch Exchanges (PBXs);

9. Key Telephone System (KTS) equipment;

10. Local Area Network (LAN) Gateways to the PSTN;

11. Caller Identification (CID) devices;

12. Music on hold devices;

13. Interactive Voice System (ACD or IVR) ;

14. Answering Machines; and

15. Any remote control or Utility Metering or Alarm System device that connects to the PSTN.
Simple, electronically transparent, cords, jacks, manually operated line switches - and professionally used diagnostic instrumentation [which are not left attached when unattended] - are not considered “terminal equipment” within the scope of this definition and though they should be designed so their use with Approved TE is not problematic with respect to applicable standards and ACTA Adopted Technical Criteria, such items themselves do not require formal Approvals testing and have no provision nor requirement for listing on the ACTA Part 68 Database.
