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ABSTRACT

This contribution recommends adding the filing type descriptions to Section 3: General Filing Guidelines and remain in their current location, under Item 14 of the Definition of Terminal Equipment Detail Items. Most filing inquiries concern the type of filing to be performed, and are submitted by filers who report that they have read and are familiar with the guidelines. This change will place the filing types in an additional, and more visible, area of the guidelines.
NOTICE

This is a draft document and thus, is dynamic in nature.  It does not reflect a consensus of ACTA and it may be changed or modified.  ACTA makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, with respect to the sufficiency, accuracy or utility of the information or opinion contained or reflected in the material utilized ACTA further expressly advises that any use of or reliance upon the material in question is at your risk ACTA shall be liable for no damage or injury, of whatever nature, incurred by any person arising out of any utilization of the material.  It is possible that this material will at some future date be included in a copyrighted work by ACTA.
*  CONTACT:  Paul Anderson, ACTA Secretariat Administrator, panderson@atis.org or the Part68 inbox at acta@atis.org. 
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General Filing Guidelines

Parties submitting information to the ACTA for inclusion in the centralized database of approved Part 68 Terminal Equipment (“TE”) should file submissions using the ACTA Online Filing (“AOF”) system.  Filing types currently supported by AOF are Original, Modification, Notice of Change, Re-certification and Request for RPC.  Filing types not specified must be submitted, by postal mail or E-mail, to the ACTA Secretariat.  Unless otherwise noted, documents requested should be submitted in Adobe (PDF) format.  Filings not submitted in the format requested could delay the processing procedure. 
The descriptions of filing types are as follows:
Original Filing

Original Filings are required for covered equipment to be sold that previously has not been approved.  Each Filing must be complete and without reference to a previously submitted application.
Modification Filing

Modification Filings are required to maintain database accuracy when a change that alters the compliance characteristics has been made to the equipment, such as network interface circuitry, as filed under an original application.  A Modification Filing is required when these changes affect the contents of the ACTA-maintained database of approved Part 68 products, a Responsible Party's SDoC, or a TCB's Certificate.  A Modification Filing will be processed only when an Original Filing for the terminal equipment has previously been processed.

Note:  Should any change alter the product label, it would require a new Original Filing.

Blanket Modifications

The Blanket Modification allows a single product or product family that has more than one approval number to be changed for one Filing. A product family is a number of products, each having two or more approval numbers, where all of the approval numbers appear on each product.  Similarly, all listings for a product approved for different manufacturing sites before the FCC's use of the "MUL" designator to signify multiple country codes can also be changed using a Blanket Modification.

For example, Blanket Modifications may be used to change the listings for a PBX or family of PBXs with several approval numbers as long as each product in the family has all the same approval numbers. 

A Blanket Modification may not be used if the products being considered have a range of approval numbers that are not common to all products. For example, a corded phone, a cordless phone, and a corded speakerphone each with its own unique approval number cannot be changed using a Blanket Modification. 

Because of the possibility of confusion and invalid or incomplete entries in the database, all Blanket Modifications must be submitted on CD ROM to the ACTA Secretariat for processing. 

Notice of Change (“Notice”) Filing 

Notice Filings are required to maintain database accuracy when no electrical change has been made to the equipment that alters the compliance characteristics, such as network interface circuitry, as filed under an original application. A notice Filing is required, for example, when a trade name, model number, or some feature that does not affect compliance characteristics is added to a previously approved device or system. Typically, such additions describe cosmetic variations, or are for marketing the product under a different trade name or model number.

Re-certification/Re-approval

Re-certification/Re-approval applications are required for limited cases requiring the processing of a new filing.  They can include:

(a) Changes in the network address signaling code (e.g., changing from a T to an E), for products using the historical FCC Registration Number format;

(b) Establishing a new classification for equipment (e.g., a change to a MF classification based on a previously approved KF system);

(c) Adding a new manufacturer; when manufacturing/distribution rights are transferred to another party;

(d) When a vendor wants its own product identification number for marketing reasons (with permission of the original responsible party);

(e) When changing from the FCC Reg. number format to the ACTA “US” number format.

Re-certification/Re-approval Filings will result in a new product identification number.  Products using the historical FCC Reg. number will be required to change over to the ACTA “US” number.

In the event a 3PrdP party vendor wants its own product identification number on a product also distributed by the original Responsible Party, as noted under case (d) above, the 3PrdP party’s product will be listed in the database as an “Original” Filing.  Accordingly, the 3PrdP party vendor shall assume full responsibility, as specified in 47 C.F.R. Part 68, for the products distributed under its Responsible Party Code (RPC).  Refer to Section 3.2 for more information.

In the event a Responsible Party elects to distribute both the original product and the new product stemming from a Re-certification/Re-approval, as noted in cases (a) and (b) above, the new product(s) are consider “self-standing” product(s) and thus must be filed in the database as an “Original” Filing.  Users of AOF must consider this circumstance and submit their filings accordingly. 

